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TO 
Lorp Viscount FOLKESTONE, 


On the questions, whether a Reform of 
tie Parliament would tend to injure 
and degrade the Nobility, or whether 
tt would tend to produce the contrary 
effeet. 

(CONCLUDED FROM FOL. 947.) 


As both reason and experience lead 
us to conclude, that the people would, 
for the far greater part, elect men of 
talent, of goed character, and of pre- 
perty into the bargain, what fear 
could there be that such men would 
tear the constitution to pieces? Such 
men would find it their interest to up- 
hold the privileges of the Peers; be- 
cause, in so doing they would uphold, 
not only their own rights as proprie- 
tors; but, they would also uphold 
that part of the istitutions of the 
country, which would be the great 
bait to their own ambition. There 
are, indeed, such immense sums, 
which have been swallowed up by 
particular individuals, that a Refund- 
ing would probably take place. but, 
itis out of nature to suppose that a 
House of Commons really elected by 
the People would endeavour to de- 
molish the House of Peers. They 
must clearly see, that if once the 


work of demolishing began, In any of! 


the great establishments of the coun- 
try, there could be no end of demo- 
lishing, till all was demolished. 
Amongst all the persons that I have 
ever been acquainted with amongst the 
Reformers in England, I have never 
met with one, that entertained a wish 
to see any alteration as to the form of 
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the government. I have frequenily 
participated in discussions upon that 
subject; and the conclusion always 
has been, that the risk of any change 
of this sort was much too great to suf- 
fer any man who really loved his 
country to give his assent to any 
such attempt.° We have reasoned 
thus upon the matter. ‘* England 
‘‘was the only spot of this earth 
‘‘ where freedom was cherished and 
‘‘ kept alive. We see that there 
‘* have been divers struggles on the 
** part of our ancestors in the cause 
‘of Freedom. We see that at divers 
‘* epochs changes have taken place, 
‘« but that the nation has always, ih 
‘¢the end, sat down pleased with 
“the kingly form of government ; 
‘‘ with a Houseof Peers; and witha 
‘* House understood to represent the 
‘‘ people. Our country has enjoyed, 
‘fora longer period than any ecun- 
‘¢ try ever did in the world, getieral 
‘‘ prosperity and happiness. The 
‘‘ character of the people has been 
‘¢ that of frankness, fidelity to engage- 


| ** ments, ardent friendship and aflec- 


‘tion, distinguished bravery, nd, 
‘‘though mixed with the fault of con- 
‘< tempt and hatred of foreigners, un- 
‘© paralleled in attachment to coun- 
‘try and 1a public spirit of every de- 
‘‘ seription. The renown of our coun- 
‘¢ try in learning, in arts, and in arths, 
‘‘is without an equal. Her power 
‘¢ and her resources are beyond these 
‘of any other couatry. Seeing all 
*‘ this, and seeing that King, Lords 
‘and Commons, and an established 
‘** Church, have always composed the 
** government; we want no change 
‘‘in the form of that government. 
** We seek only to correct those 
‘* enormous abuses, which, from time 
‘to time, have crept im and. have 
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‘¢ supplanted the antient bulwarks of 
‘© our freedom; and when we trace 
these abuses to their source, we find 
‘them all to arise from a deviation 
‘from the Constitution; from an 
‘‘ usurpation of the rights of the peo- 
“ ple with regard to the election of 
‘‘ the Members of the House of Com- 
‘“mons; and we therefore demand 
“* our restoration to those rights.” 

‘This has aluays been the reasoning 
of myself, and of the men with 
whom I have co-operated ; and, if it 
be true, as the hired press asserts, 
that the people now entertain views 
of ‘* total revolution,’ to what is that 
to be ascribed but to the injustice with 
which they have been treated? There 
is a point beyond which to beg and to 
supplicate is degrading to man. 
When the prayers of a people are 
answered. by the loss of the remnant 
of their liberties; when the dungeon 
and the halter are the answer to their 
respectful and humble prayers, what 
have they left but to hope for ven- 
geance ? 

It is very certain that a Reformed 
Parliament never would suffer the 
great families and their dependants to 
swallow up millions of the taxes. It 
is very certain that a Reformed Par- 
lament would take from the House of 
Lords that power of putting a ima- 
jority into the House of Commons, 
which was described in the Petition 
presented by Mr. Grey, in- 1793. 
And what right have the House of 
Lords to put one single Member 
there, when there are positive Sta- 
tutes forbidding them to interfere in 
the most distant manner in the elec- 
tion of the Members of the Lower 
House? For a Lord totake any part 
in an election, appears to me to be so 
impudent and so infamous a thing, 
that I wonder how any Nobleman can 
hold up his head while the facts that 
exist are notorious. 
which [ have just spoken offers to 
prove at the Bar of the House, that 
the Peers put in more than a Majority 
of the House of Commons. 


a law strictly torbidding the Peers to 
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t 
interfere in the election of Common. 
ers at all. That Petition remains 
wholly unanswered, and yet we are 
called seditious, because we complain 
that the House of Commons, as at 
present constituted, is not the Repre- 
sentative of the People. 

Under such circumstances, my 
Lord, it is impossible that the No. 
bility, ina body, should be beloved 
or respected by the People; and 
when the People perceive that those 
sums which are wrung from them in 
taxes to an amount beyond that of 
the produce of one half of their la- 
bour, go to pay the debts contracted 
by a Parliament thus constituted, and 
to furnish the means of luxury and 
extravagance to the’ great families 
and their dependents; when the 
journeyman and labourer know, as 
they now do know, that the misery 
of themselves and their children are 
produced by this cause, and when to 
the same cause the farmer and trades- 
man can trace their inability to live 
in comfort and to provide a compe- 
tency for their families ; when this 1s 
the case, can your Lordship be sur- 
prised, if there be a general dislike, 
if not absolute hatred, of the Order of 
Nebility, it being impossible for the 
people to make any discrimination, 
where so many individuals are con- 
cerned? Not content with their pa- 
tronage in the Church ; not content 
with that patronage, which I acknow- 
ledge belongs ta them, I mean the 
Livings, the gift of which is their pro- 
perty, and which property [ do not 
wish to see violated, though, amongst 
the confusion of all sound principles, 
it has recently been vioiated; not 
content with this patronage, they 


have grasped all the patronage which, 


fairly belonged to the king; and 
which he possessed for the benefit of 
his people; because it gave him the 
power without being shackled by 
partial and family views, to select and 
dignify the most learned and pious 
men amongst the clergy, and, as 


There is | your Lordship well knows, his Ma- 


jesiy has no more power of this sort 
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remaining than the meanest of his 
subjects has; not content with grasp- 
ing at this patronage also, they have 
recently granted during the space 


of about ten years, about a million of 


pounds sterling for the relief of the 
poor clergy of the Church! Whence 
lave these poor Clergy come? They 
have come from the heaping of bene- 
{ces upon the relations and depen- 
dants of the great families. ‘Thus 
has been created a race of poor clergy, 
and the people have been taxed to 
the amount of about a million of 
money, in order to relieye the mi- 
sery thus created. Does your Lord- 
ship believe, that a Reformed Parlia- 
ment would ever have sanctioned this 
enormous oppression of the people; | t 
and can you believe, that any farmer, 
any tradesman, any Journeyman, any 
labourer, will, as long as these things 
last, entertain any but hostile feelings 
towards the Church as well as towards 
the Nobility, especially when every 
creature now feels the pressure of 
want in a greater or a less degree ? 
The insecurity of the Nobility, of 
their titles as well as their estates, 
arises, not from any desire that the 
people have to see them lowered ; 
vut, from the ill-will naturally engen- 
dered by a sense of injustice. How 
can the people view with feelings 
ither than those of contempt mixed 
with hatred, persons, who, while they 
carry their heads aloft, talk of their 
dignity, and ailect to look down upon 
the rest of mankind, condescend, at 
he same moment, for the sake of 
grasping the public meney, to have 
‘heir names ¢enregistered as Search- 
ers, Packers, Surveyors, Customers, 
Collectors, Store-keepers, Craners, 
Wharfingers, Tide-waiters, Harbour- 
masters, Clerks, Sweepers, Door- 
keepers, Remembrancers, Tellers, 


Ush ers, ‘and the hke? Is it possible to 
Delieve that a people well acquainted 
with all these facts, and pinched half 
‘0 death with poverty, can think of 
such persons without feeling execra- 


‘ons come involuntarily upon their 
ps¢ 
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There will be no end, because there 
can be no end, to these hostile feelings, ° 
until the cause be removed. And the 
people are fully convinced that there 
is no removing that cause without a 
Reform of the Parliament. Ifsucha 
Reform were to take place mow, end 
by the hearty consent of the Nobility, 
all the past would be forgotten ina 
very shorttime. The Nobility would 
be beloved and respected according 
to their several degrees of merit, and 
a great deal of merit many of them 
have; the sight of a glittering chariot 
would not call’ forth reflections on 
the miseries which it has occasioned ; 
the people would again, as they for- 
merly did, pay a cheerfal and volun- 
tary respect to the Nobility, and not 
view them with grudging and rankling 
hearts, as they do at present. ‘The 
property of the latter would be as 
secure as_ the foundations of the soil; 
and though political divisions might 
exist, the heart of the nation would 
be sound, and nove but the wildest of 
madmen would dream of new schemes 
of government. 

But, instead of this, what is now 
the situation of the Nobility? They 
are at open war with the great mass 
of the nation. In order to prevent 
even the hearing of the people’s com- 
plaints, they have by their acts, brand- 
et-them ali as traitors, and have sub- 
jected them all to the absolute will 
and power of a few men selected 
by themselves. The dungeons are 
crainmed with victims, some of whose 
lives have been saved by the virtue 
and courage of a jury. Spies have 
been engaged and sent forth in all di- 
rections over the country; and, in 
short, all, the horrid symptoms of a 
dark and malignant tyranny meet 
your eye in which ever direction you 
turn. 

I think it is impossible for your 
Lordship to believe, that things can 
remain as they are, or that they can 
ever return to the state af last Christ- 
mas. One of two things must take 
place; a Reform of the Parliament, 
or an addition to the rigour of the 
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despotism. If the Reform does not 
take place, the thing cannot stand as 
it now does. There must be a Cen- 
sorship of the Press direct. There 
must be an abolition of all juries in 
Siate Prosecutions. And, then, the 
thing comes at once to an open and 
avowed military despotism. The 
sword will be drawn, and the scab- 
bard thrown away. Your titles and 
your estates, will no longer rest upon 
the Constitution and the Laws; but 
will hang entirely upon the point of 
the bayonet, than which nothing that 
the human miud can imagine is more 
inconstant. ‘The scripture tells us, 
that he who dives by the sword shall 
die by the sword. That is to say, 
hat he who appeals to the sword gives 
up all right to protection fron the 
law, or from the good-will or forbear- 
ance of men. Apply this to your 


own order, my Lord, and { fancy you. 


will find that the danger to your 
titles and estates will be real and com- 
plete on the day when you shall say 
to the suldier ** we depend whally on 
your protection.” When once it 
comes to this, the apprehension must 
be from moment to moment; and de- 
struction, if it come, even destruction, 
will bea relief from incessant harras- 
sing anxiety and from an existence in 
the consciousness of being detested 
from the bottom of the hearts of 
ninety-nine out of every hundred 
men that you meet. **So long as the 
soldiers will stand by us, I don’t care,” 
was the observation of a person to me 
‘before I left England; and, I believe 
that this was the general feeling 
amongst those who were hostile to 
Referm. 


to seduce a soldier from his duty. 
Fora mother to beseech a pursuing 
soldier not to plunge his bayonet into 
the bosom of her child, would now be 
deemed a crime, and a crime punish- 


able with death! Was this necessary 


to your protection, my Lord! Was 


this horrid law necessary to the pro- 
tection of your Order? If it was, 


Letter To Lorp Formestrone. 


A law has been passed, 
making it death in any one to attempt, 
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what degree of degradation has that 
Order to fear? 

How slender that dependence is, 
which is placed wholly upon - the 
sword, all history informs us. But, 
suppose that the people can be kept 
disarmed, and kept down by troops 
scouring through the country, for the 
present, is it impossible that a state 
of war should.arise? And, how is 
there te be a endditéia and a local mili. 
tia, without putting arms into the 
hands of the people? And, yet, if 
the Dungeon and Spy-system continue 
until the breaking out of a war; if 
your dependence is to be solely upon 
the bayonet, until the day of war 
shall arrive, are the Reformers, then, 
to be called upon, and are arms to be 
put into their hands, fer their coun. 
try’s defence! Arethose to be called 
upon to defend the country who are 
now hunted like wild beasts through 
that country ? 

It is in vain for any one to hope 
that the recollection of these things 
will ever be rooted out of the minds 
of the people. The injuries they have 
received; the gross injustice they have 
experienced, and especially the vile 
arts which have been practised against 
them, are never to be forgotten if 
they are to be forgiven. They will 
remember Lord Sidmouth’s Circular 
long after every hair of his head shail 
be as white as snow. Your Lordship 
cannot imagine, that any thing short 
of a sheer military despotism will 
prevent the constant propagation of 
the principles upon which we have 
proceeded, and | undertake to pro- 
mise, that as long as I have life and 
health, nothing shert of that shall 
prevent their propagation. Toreturt, 
then, to the dark and grumbling state 
of 1816 is impossible ; and the only 
question which it appears to me that the 


Nobility have to decide upon, is this: 
whether they shall agree to a Reform 


and enjoy their titles and estates um 
der the protection of the Laws, 
whether they shall hang them at onc? 
upon the point of the bayonet. 
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I will be as frank with your Lord- 
ship and with the pudlic, as | would 
be with my own sons; and, I explicitly 
state it to you as my opinion, that 
nothing will satisfy the people short 
of a complete redress of grievances, 
such as was prayed for in the Hamp. 
shire Petition. Any attempt to cob- 
ble up what might becafleda Reform; 
any thing of that mixty maxty sort 
which Sir Francis Burgert now 
seems to be attempting in conjunction 
with those, who have, at last, con- 
descended to call him their ** honour- 
able friend ;” any thing of this sort 
would assurediy lead to confusion, 
aud, in all human probability, to the 
total overthrow of the government. 
Your Lordship has always seen, that 
redress, yielded to grudgingly, and, 
bit by bit, has only tended to weaken 
the party yielding, without silencing 
or softening the party demanding. 
Our claims are founded, not only in| 
principle, but in Law and in Reasen. | 
The Duxe oF-Rircumonn saw the 
danger of any half measure; of any 
attempt to gain a bit ata time; and 
Mr. Broucuam acted with perfect 
conststency, when he proposed to get. 
foot-hold to begin with. Mr. Ward 4 
very aptly cited, or might have cited, 
in preference to his Speech, the fable | 
of the Hatchet and the Forest. In. 


this case, justice and policy, justice to, 


the people and security to themselves, | 
point out the same line of conduct to) 
the Nobility, and that is to yield ¢he. 
whole at once; to yield the whole) 
Without grudging ; to yield the whole; 
graciously and with cordiality ; and) 
they will find in the grateful feelings 
of the people, and in a return of 
their former love and veneration for 
the nobility, a much better security! 
for their titles and estates than all the. 
bayonets in the world could afford. 

It is, as I said before, impossible: 
for the people ever to forget, or for. 
their children to forget, the insulting: 
and cruel treatment which they have 
now received. .But, there is no people 
inthe world, who are less disposed to 
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| ple forgive with more readiness ; and, 
there is only one single act, and of that 
act the people have shown their de. 
cided disapprobation, where England 
can fairly be charged with insult or 
rancour towards an enemy, when an 
enemy no longer. OF this disposition 
of the people, no one that knows 
them will entertain a doubt. Nor is 
there in England but very little of that 
perking self-sufficicucy, which induces 
men, of no fair pretensions, to aspire 
to an equality with their superiors. 
Wonderful talent was shewn by the 
Reformers at their numerous Meet- 
ings, especially in Scotland, at Cork, 
in Lancashire and Yorkshire; but 
upon all these occasions, their modesty 
was full as conspicuous as their ta- 
lents. They every where besought meg 
of high rank and great property to 
come and take the lead; and they 
every where expressed their regret at 
being compelled to stand forward in 
the place of men of greater capacity. 
Upon what ground then did the inso~ 
lent Castlereagh impute the Petitions 
for Reform ‘* to the instigation of 
‘men, who, without any pretensions, 
‘¢ were aspiring to high office” 2 Upon 
what ground did he make this asser- 
tion? Upon none, but upon the pride 
of his own heart; though, perhaps, 
out of twenty thousand of the men, 
who stood forward in the cause of Re. 
form, not one could be found less 
qualified for high office than himself, 
who never uttered a speech or wrete 
a paper that contained a single trait of 
any thing worthy of the name of ge- 
nius or of wisdom. He, indeed! 
he! whose remedy for the -distresses 
of the country was the setting of men 
to dig a hole one day, and to fill it up 
ithe next ; he, whose publie papers are 
a tissue of ungrammatical and inex- 
plicable sentences; and, whose ever- 
| lasting verbosity, whose heaps of words 
without a meaning; whose slippery 
nonsense, would not be endured for 
two minutes in any well-informed and 
independent assembly upon earth; he, 
who has no quality to recommend hin 





harbour. vindictive feelings. No peo- 


but that of usblushing impndence un- 
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der those circumstances which would 
make any other man sink into the 
earth with shame. — 

The Keformers in England, by 
whom I mean the whole mass of the 
people, have none of this impudence. 
‘They are not what is called a forward 
raceofmen. You always perceive in 
every Company or Meeting, a back- 
wardness, a shyness, a dislike tu ap- 
pear prominent. Jtis thus from the 
highest to the lowest; and you are 
frequently greatly surprized to find 
men full of information and talent, 
who are so far from having any pre- 
tensions to either, that they are in the 
Cecpest distress if called upon to per- 
form that which would be an object 
of desire with men of a different cha- 
racter. This is the character of the 
whole of the pcople, by which T mean 
that itis the general character of the 
people; and, in estimating the conse- 
quences ofa Reform, this character is 
of great importance. Pertness, and 
that self conceit, which will suffer a 
man to see no superior, do not belong 
to the character of Englishmen; and, 
what is more, wherever they meet 
with it, they are sure to mark it with 
their disapprobation. What danger, 
then, could there be, that emptiness, 
self-conceit, and impertinent ambi- 
tion would place themselves at the 
top in consequence of a fair ap- 
peal to such a people, in the con- 
ducting of whoce affairs, froia the 
great merchant down to the cottager, 
allis regularity, punctuality, and due 
subordination? The very terms of 
the apprenticeships in England would 
be a proof, if there were no other, of 
the cheerfulness, with which men 
yield a legal obedience. In short, 
my Lord, every thing belonging to 
the character of the people forbids 
you to believe, that they would suffer 
themselves to be ruled by conceited 
attd hair-braincd demagogucs. ‘The No- 
bility and Gentlemen of the country 
hare now to determine, and they have 
but a short time wherein to determine, 
whether they shall pass their lives se- 
curein the people’s esteem, or whether 


Mr. Cross. [979 
| they shall deperd upon the sward 

against that people's hatred. [t is jn 
vain forany one of you to hope, that 
you will escape that hatred by avoiding 
actual hostility against the people, 
*¢ He thatis not for us is against us,” 


proceed in this case. He who shall 
distinguish himself as the friend of 
the people, they never will forget; 
but he who skall not, must expect to 
be confounded with the rest. 

I offer no apology to your Lord. 
Ship for having addressed this Letter 
toyou. [have selected your name as 
its passport to the public for the rea. 
sons stated at the out-set. In writing 
it I have been actuated by tne most 
sincere and ardent desire to produce 
conviction in your mind and to pro. 
mote the welfare of England, which, 
wherever I am and under whatever 
circumstances | may be placed, whe. 
ther of prosperity or of adversity, will 
always be the object nearest to the 
heart of 


Your Lordship’s most humble 
and most obedient servant, 


WM. COBBETT. 





Awotuer Lerrer 


TO 


Mr. CROsS, 


One of the Counsel for the Unfortunate 
State Prisoners, who were lately tried 
and convicted at Derby. 


S1r,—Having, in my former Lotter 
to you, made a long extract from your 
first Speech at the late Trials at Derby, 
in which Speech you declared you 
were convinced that the Publications 
of Mr. Cobbett had created the In- 
surrection, [ shall begin my present 
Letter by a. quotation from a Speech 
reported to have been delivered on the 
same occasion by your Colleague 
(Mr. Denman) who appears to have 
had the courage, to speak out ; or at 
least to intimate too clearly to be mis- 
understood, that the ** Insurrection 
was created”? by Spies and Informers 
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employed by the Government, and | “land. You have (said he) Gentle- 
not by ose Publications which you | “* men, the Report of the Lords— 
characterised as ** mischievous, ma. “The ArrorRNEY-GENERAL rose to 
lignant and diabolical.” Mr. Dens an. | ** resist the introduction of such sub- 
in his Speech in de'ence of Turver, | ** jects. . 
s stated to have said :— | © Mr. Devman.—lI wave all refer- 
ap? In every case the motive and the | 66 ence to the Re ‘port of the Lords. 
“intention must be proved, and the | ‘¢ But there were previous meetings 
“burthen of that proof rested with | “‘ and previous consultations, The 
“the prosecutor. ‘This was law and | “learned Counsel on the other side 
“common sense. In this case, then, | ** have evidence as to those meetings 
« how did the evidence stand? [t was | ‘Sand consultations: we. have no evi- 
“attempted to be proved that there | ‘* dence on the subject.” 
“was a conspiracy to overiurn the | This was preity well, and might 
“ State, and that there had been con- | have been befter, if the Attorney. Gene- 
“sultations at a pudblic-house for that | ral had not winced when the sore place 
“object. What were these jatmeith, | was touched. However, Mr. Denman, 
“tations? The prosecution had every | though he waved all further reference 
“means of proving them had they | to the Report of the Lords, was not 
“taken place. Ihe Counsel for the | deterred from referring ounce again to 
“prosecution had conducted. their | the SPY-SYSTEM,, for in his next 
“cause with the greatest legal ability, | Speech, which was on the Trial of 
“and had immense advantages in the | LuptAm, he is stated to have said : 
“accomplishment of their object ; they ‘* The two witnesses, who say that 
“had the Magistrates in their favour ; | ** the prisoner was in the room when 
“they had tne Habeas Corpus Sus- | *‘ the scheme was talked of, and the 
“ nension in their favour ; and might ** mischief planned, are perjured, and 
“have apprehended any body at their ‘unworthy of any eredit. If that 
“pleasure who could prove their case. ‘evidence were true, that was not the 
“If such consultations were held, | ** first meeting ; but you will betray 
“and such a conspiracy entered into, ‘¢ your trust asa Jury, if you pay the 
“who then was at its head, zvho rs.’ ‘¢ smallest attention to their evidence. 
“ pointed out BranporetH for the Cap- *¢ But the evidence of former mae 9 
“tain, who had arranged the plan, | “‘ % kept back by the Crown. Why? 
“who urged on the insurrection 2 | ‘* Why are we kept in the dark as to 
“He could not forget the circum. | “‘ the origin of this mischicf ? I mate 
“stances of the time when this insur- | “‘¢he challenge before. 1 repeat tt. 
“rection commenced ; he could not | ‘* We all know that the poor inha- 
ts forget that the Habeas Corpus Was *¢ bitants of this district were hungry, 
“ suspended ; he could not forget that | ‘‘ déstressed and discontented. ‘These 
“Committees of both Houses of Par- | * were the most likely to fall a prey to 
“liament had been appointed to in- | ‘* aréful and wicked men. It is clear 
- “quire into the disturbed state of the | ‘that they were the instruments in 
“country, and had MADE OUT | “ the hands of an impostor (Brand- 
“REPORTS which favoured the in. |“ reth); it is equally clear, that he 
» tended measures of Administration ; |“ was the tnstrument in the hand ‘of 
“he could not forget that great polc- ‘© deeper, darker, und more tngenious 
“tieal objects were in contemplation, ‘* deceivers, for he was himse/f deceived. 
“and that SPIES AND INFORM- |“ BASE. SPIES AND LNFORM- 
“ERS, WHOSE OBJECT IT was | < E&S CREATED THE MISCHIEF 
“TO CREATE THE TREASON |e Wo ee aaeee wrcr at 
“WHICH ‘THEY WERE SENT |e (ee ee ee eae aoien 
ie 7 SAE OP. ‘¢ from love of violence and bloodshed, 
“TO DISCOVER, were busy in the|“ or fron « SAVAGE THIRST 

















Prue 6 


ep Sh ag ME ey 
eee Se ee 


Ke 


LETTER TO 


“FOR MATTER OF INFOR- 
“MATION: in either case the Go- 
 wernment have ful! knowledge ; and 
“© Government, af er having been chal- 
© fenged, still keeps back information 
™ from you on the subject.” 

It appears fo me that you and your 
colicague in the defence of these un- 
fortunate men, are completely at issue 
as to the cause of the offence for which 
they are abont to suffer. You de- 
clared yourself convinced that the in- 
surrection was created by the publi- 

cations of Mr. Cobbett. Mr. Den. 
MAN, though he too spoke of Publica- 
tions, though “he could not forget 
“ that Committees of both Houses of 
Parliament had made out REPORTS 
“which favoured the intended mea- 
: sures of Administration,” did not 
ascribe the Insurrection to the Pub- 
fitations of any one man, or set of 
men, ut declared that base Spies and 
Informors created the Mischief which 
they were employed to detect. 
Sir, is his account of the origin of this 
mischief, or yours, the most proba- 
ble: 

In my former Letter to you, I told 
you, inat there was no Evidence at 


the Trial, of Me. Cobbett’s publication 
having «1° te', or even tended to cre- 


ate Insuirection; that there was no 
internal evidence in those publications 
themselves of any such tendency; 
that they had gone forth weekly from 
November to March, both months in- 
clusive, being the whole period of the 
deepest distress, without creating any 
Insurrection ; and that they had been 
discontinued more than two months 
hefore the Insurrection took place; 
and from these facts I inferred, or I 
do infer, that, if those Publications 
ever had any effect on the minds of 
the Insurgents, that effect was the 
hindrance, and not the cause of In- 
surrection. 

You may say, that, neither was 
there any /’védence in support of Mr. 
Denman’s opinion of the origin of the 
Insurrection; but, Mr. Denman ac- 
counted for the absence of such Evi- 
dence. 
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Now, | 





He flatly and repeatedly | 


charged the Government with Keeping 
it back. VE they had possessed any 
evidence in support of your statement, 
they would not have kept it back, 
would they? You know very well 
that they would have rejoiced to trace 
the Insurrection to the Publications 
of Mr. Cobbett. And it is your 
knowledge of that fact thet furnishes 
the only answer, that I can imagine, 
to my question, by what were you 
CONVINCED? Next to the satis. 
faction of tracing the Insurrection by 
vidence to those Publications, you 
well knew that nothing could gratify 
your oppenents more, “than for you, 
the Counsel for the Prisoners, 
lunteer an admission that sack Was 
the fact. When they had no evidence 
to offer, it must have been delightful to 
hear you declare that none was 
needed ; that the thing was so palp:. 
ble and so notorious, that without ifs 
being even attempted to be proved, 
you, for one, were convinced that 
those Publications ha¢ created the Ja. 
surrection! Yes, you for one! It is 
rather unfortunate that Mr. Denmay 
was not prevailed on to be another! 
[f, indeed, the Borcughmongers 
were so terrified at the powerful expo. 
sure of their misdeeds by Mr. Cob. 
bett, as to feel it necessary either to 
discontinue their evil courses, cr pro- 
ceed from bad to worse—from the vio- 
lation to the abrogation of the fru 
Laws of the Country; if their choice 
fell on the latter alternative; if they 
had no other or better pretence for 
that choice than the alleged tendency 
of those publications to produce vio- 
lence and treason; if the visible el- 
fects of those publications were the 
opposite of that pretended tendency; 
if there were no Other means of prov- 
ing the tendency to produce evil el 
fects, than by producing those effects 
by other causes; if it was necessary 
for Spies and Informers to create Trea- 
son, that Lawyers might have ‘Treason 
to ascribe to those Publications. ! 
admit, that through all these 7fs, al! 
the Measures, all the Plots, and zl! 
the Insurrections might be traced fe 
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‘he Publications of Mr. Cobbett. But 
Mr. Cobbett is by no means chargea- 
ble with these terrible consequences. 





fris the Ravisher, who is desperate | 


cpough to cut the throat of his victim 
at the approach of a deliverer, ana 


pot the latter, who is responsible for | 


the murder. ‘ 
ltissomewhat remarkable, that at 
the very time that you were publicly 
ycribing the Insurrection in Derby- 
shire to the publications of Mr, Cub- 
hett, T was engaged in printing a com- 
munication from the latter (No. 28). 


wn which he eX presses himself thus :— | 


» When the Two-penny Register made 


“its appearance, they [the Borough- | 


“mongers}] clearly perceived, that 
“the days of deceptiou were passed, 
“or, at least, that they speedily would 
“be passed for ever, unless a belief 
“could be created amongst the foolish, 


“the timid, and the seifish, that the | 


“Reformers aimed ata French Re- 
“volulion, the horrors of which, a 
“million-fold magnified, were still 
‘lurking in the minds of the nation. 
“But, to create such a belief as this 
“was no easy matter, seeing that the 
“very Publication, of which the Bo- 
“roughmongers most complained, in- 
“culeuted. @ peaceable and orderly 
“conduct ; and, what is more, really 
‘produced such conduct on the part of 
“the people all ever: the kingdom. 
* Moreover, and which was a thing 
“truly wonderful, this Publication, at 
“the same time that it urged the peo- 
“ple on to demand Reform, actually 
“putan end to a course of unlawful 
“volences, which were before taking 
“pluce tn numerous parts of the coun- 
‘iry. hese facts, so Striking in 
‘themselves and so honourable to 
‘the minds of the people and to the 
‘cause of Reform, reduced the Bo- 
‘Toughmongers almost to despair. 
‘They saw no hope of riots. The 
Bakers, Butchers, and other dealers 
‘in the necessaries of life, were no 
‘longer annoyed by seuseless attacks. 

The Boroughmongers could com- 
‘plain of no véolences. They, there- 


‘fore, from that very moment, begun 
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** to think of hatching plots, in order to 
‘6 serve as a pretence for resisting the 
** petitions for lteform, not by argu- 
** ment, but by force of arms.” 
Yet, ) ou were convineed, were you? 
Wiy, so was Mr. Wevueren, the 
counsel for Dr. Watson and others on 
'a late memorable occasion. He was 
| convinced that it was necessary, note 
| withstanding the acqnittal of — his 
I clients, to vote for the renewal of 
the suspensionof the Llabeas Corpus! 
No. 28, which 1 have above quoted, 
and which L was printing while you 





were expressing yoar conviction, con- 
tains a number of observations on the 
conduct of Mr. Weruererct, some of 
which are no less applicable to your 
conduct on the present occasion. Mr. 
Cobbett says, ** Mr. \Wreriiek ELL’s ob- 


; ** ject was to triumph over the Attor- 


** ney-General as a Lawyer, which he 


‘¢ fairly did.’ And did not you? You 
did not indeed succeed in rescning your 
unfortunate clients from his grasp 3 
but you twitted him finely with his 
ignorance of the legality of suppressing 
Cheap Publications. Mr. Cobbett 
says, “* But Me. Wernerete took 
“* special care to KEEP HIS PEACE 
WITH THE MINISTRY.” (Mark 
that, Mr. Cross.) ‘* And indeed he 
‘* seems upon this occasion to have 
‘Savailed himself of the opportunity 
‘Sof convincing the Ministry and the 
‘* Boroughmengers that he was a man 
‘‘ that was worth something, which I 
* dare say they will perceive, and will, 
‘¢ | have no doubt, very soon discover’ 
“ the sure way of having the full be- 
 nefit of his talents. He is a Member 
‘“* of Parliament already in right of his 
** own purse ; he has voied for the re. 


** newal of the Absolute-power-of-im- 


*¢ pbrisonment Bill ; and, if things go on 
*‘ jn the present way he may very pro- 
** bably be Atlorney-General himself, 
‘if not something higher.” Now, 


whether you have convinced the Mi- 
nistry and the Boroughmongers, that. 
you are worlh any thing, or not; of 
whether you aspire to be. Attorney- 
General, 1 cannot positively tell : but, 





you took special care to convince the 
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Ministry and the Boroughmongers, 
that, #f you were Attorney-General, 
you would undertake to do, what Lord 
Sidmouth lamented in the House of 
Lords the Attorney-General of that 
day had not the power to do—namely, 
suppress the writings of Mr. Cobbett. 
In the publication above quoted, 
Mr. Cebbett also observes: ‘* Mr. 
** WernereLv’s defence of Doctor 
* Watson was very able,’—| Mind: 
I do not quote this as applicable to 
your defence of Branpretn |-—* and 
‘‘ perhaps it was better calculated to 
** produce an acquittal than a speech 
‘¢ of better politics would have been. 
“1, however can never give my un- 
** qualified approbation of any speech 
** which contains unqualified approba- 
“tion of the present government and 
‘¢ present ministry in England, as Mr. 
*¢ WernmteRecy’'s speech did.” (And so 
did yours, except as to their tardiness 
in checking the cheap publications ; 
but you highly applauded Lord Sid- 
mouth’s Czrcular, you know.) ‘** And 
“there is want of taste as well as of 


% judgment and sincerity in praising 


‘Sthe Ministers to the skies, a3 the 
“most pure and excellent of men, 
“ while in the next breath, the Speech 
“tells the jury, that Castles stands 
“ before them, a most naked villain, a 
*< bare-faced, perjured wretch, and, 
** that he is fed, clad, and paid by that 
“¢ same government and ministry ; and 
“ that the very clothing upon his back 
“Sis a mere foretaste of the blood- 
‘* money which he is to receive for 
** bringing the devoted victims at the 
** bar to the gallows.” 

Now, Sir, it appears to me, that this 
same charge of ‘* want of taste, 
judgement, and sincerity,” is quite as 
applicable to your Speech, as to that 
partof Mr. Wernerriri’s Speech allud- 
ed to by Mr. Cossrrr. ‘There was as 
monstrous an inconsistency mm your 
defence of Branpretu as is here 
pointed outin Mr. Wernere e’s de- 
fence of Dr. Watson. You did not, 
indeed, after applauding the Ministers 
to the skies, accuse them of bribing 


‘a mest vaked villain, a bare-faced | ported to have said: 
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Mr. Cross. Oso Mest 
perjured wretch,” for the purpose of ° {rie 
‘* bringing the devoted victims at the By? 42” 
Bar to the gallows.” You blameq H" “54 
them indeed for their forbearance dea 
towards the cheap Publications, byt gy 
not a word of practising Bribery for Hy a's 
Blood. Oh, no, this was not the sor My Mee 
of inconsistency into which yon fel], Hi" %s , 
But, you were to the full as incon. ‘ed fi 
sistent as Mr. Weruerncer, and there mm’ “cee 
was the same ** want of taste, as well gm {hem 
as of judgement and sincerity,” or at Mm’ 4a 
least, of one or two of those quali. gp 204. 
ties, in ascribing the insurrection to My "el 
the influence of what you called sedi. been 
tious Publications, in the very same F exasp 
breath that you represented the insur. ‘bellia 
gents as almost dying for want of ‘MISS 
food. Pray, Sir, in your judgemeni, mm "ral 
what is more rebellious than an empty > — 
stomach 2? Is not Famine sufficientto and 
rouse a man to revolt without the ail My 2ere! 
of Sedition? Will not hunger break gi &4n¢ « 
through stone-walls without the im. gm vnc 
petus of a two-penny Pamphlet! ‘tisfact 
Why, if you sincerely believed that From 
the Sedition ” had been instru. mpeneral, 
mental, there was a woeful want of e Tria 
judgement in lugging it in as aco- "age 
operative, much more as the principal nd acer 
cause. If your object was the ac weht to 
quittal of your clients, rather than the mP"ers, v 
crimination of Mr. Cobbett, yougpers ne 
would (if your judgement had been" have 
sound) have mainly relied on_ the I, Cob] 
want of food for their bellies, and neti mini 
at all on the workings of ** Sedition "J" to int 
in their minds. Of such a Speech, gr atte 
one cannot say what Mr. Cebbelt Copper 
says of Mr. Wernenetr’s; that! Cas 
** perhaps it was better calculated tv Brandri 
produce an acquittal than a speech ofm™inals y 
better politics wonld have been.” M“crifice 
On the contrary, your Speech, though “fend e¢ 
as vile in point of politics as a speech’ extr 
could be, was calculated (whether yoump?ers ha 
intended it or not) to promote the t what 
purposes of the prosecution. And, "erica 
so thought the Solicitor-General; dished, 
who, if he had known what wage all t 
coming, could not more promptyg and t 
have availed himself of your 6% the m 
traordinary admission. He is fe Ween ¢]} 
‘6 His learacdiive bee 












“A 


081 | 





0 

mb friend, Mr. Cross, had almost 
% ¢ admitted the whole of the charge 
" i against the prisoner s, by  en- 
~ a deavouring to account for the irri- 
at Age tation from which their crin¢nal 
or Age acts proceeded, He had spoken of | 
rt A their minds being inflamed by sediti- 
1, oes publications, and read his learn- 
ms | ed friend, the Altorney-General,, a | 
ine ecture on his tardiness in repressing |‘ 
ell Mg’ them. He (Mr. CROSS) allowed, 
at Me that their minds were excited to re- 
yi. Ep voll long previously to their insur. 
to Me rection, and that political toy tcs had 


a; BP been used by mischievous writers to 
‘ecasperate thetr discontents into re. 


t iellion; but, AFTER THIS AD. 
of ‘MISSION, he (the Solicitor-Ge- 
ni, ‘neral) was surprized to hear him 
pty ‘say, that this insurrection, regular | 
tio mgd organized as it seemed, was 
aid Me merely a tumult proceeding from the 
oak Me ant of food, or from the ebullition 
im. Mn Ol undesigning and temporary dissa- 
lot? Ma faction.” 

that My ftom this argument of the Solicitor- 
tru. general, as well as from the resutt of 
+ offre Trials, it is quite clear that the 
cottage you committed in abusing 
‘ipal f@" accusing Mr. Cobbett, when you 








ace Mpgat to have been defending the pri- 


sthe mers, was calculated to do those pri- 
yoummers no good, but harm. Whether 
been 7 have succeeded in doing harm to 


But 


the I. Cobbett remains to be seen. 
















{ not ¢ ministerial news-epapers do not 
ion Me to inform us, by way of echo to 
cech, Mur attack, that, ** on the heads of 
bbettf/ Copserr and Honr rests the blood 
thatf—o! Cashman, of poor Jeremiah 
ed tom Srandreth, and of all the othes cri- 
ch off Yinals whose lives may be eventually 
een.” M“crificed to the vengeance of the 


rough fended laws!” And, what is still 


peech 
r you 
e the 
And, 
neral, 
t was 
mptly 
r ox 
js ee 


sarncd 


ers have all at once discovered, 
itwhat Mr. Cobbett now writes ix 
"rica and transmits to me to be 
dished, is in finitely more alarming | 
in all ae his past writings, which | 
Nand they represent to have done. 
the mischief! For a period of. 
Ween ae and four months, which | 
We been employed in publishing, 
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"re extraordinary, these base news- | 


) weck after week, Mr. Cobbett’s com- 
| munications from America, these writ. 
ers of newspapers not only found no. 
thing requiring pariicular reprehen- 


but nothing on which it was 
worth while to bestow a single obser- 
vation. They appeared not to know, 
or toaffect not to know, that the Po 
ilitical Register had been resumed. 
| They appeared to give no credit to 
ithe fact even when [ offered them 
| money to advertise it, and actnally re- 
| fused to insert any such advertisement. 
| But no sooner had you opened the 
!'campaign, than it was discovered that 
_Cobbett’s Zast Paper, which was the 
fourteenth which I had published 
weekly succession, was ** more san- 
© auinary, more murderous, and more 
‘€ directly levelled at the lives of in- 
dividuals,” than any thing that had 
ever before issued from the press! It 
was discovered that [ was employed 
in ** casting about firebrands, arrows, 
‘and death,’ and astonishment was 
expressed that [ had not been restrain- 
ed by means of prosecution! It is 
true, that all this, and a great deal 
more, appeared at first only in the 
Day and New Times, and so far was 
not worthy of much notice; but, 
was immediately copied into the Couw- 
rier, which every body except Judge 
AppoTt, and another or two as good 


sion, 





Judges as himse!f, knows, or at least 
believes, to be under the infiuence cf 


Government. 

The Courier, being thus set agoing, 
has since incessantly been abusing Mr. 
Cobbett and his present writings, in 
terms the most virulent and atrocious ; 
more particularly, however, in an ar- 
ticle of great length, which appeared 
on the 28th of "October, under the 
title of ** The Treasonable Conspira- 
i cies,” containing, among others, the 
following infamous passages: ‘‘ There 
‘is another feature in the present 
‘times far more alarming and much 
‘¢more disgraceful to the nation: we 
‘¢ mean the bold and open manner in 
‘© which assassination és constantly re- 
“commended in a weekly Pamphlet, 
*¢ the darling of traitors, of extensive 
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‘circulation, and written with very 


“oveat ability, ina style peculiarly 
acapted to delude the ignorant, to 
inflame the wnwaiy.’?’ ——** We na- 


 turally ask whether Brandreth was 
* not tutored by these means, to com- 
6 cait the murder of which he has been 
6 cnilty. ' pamphlet 
$F alluded to pps blished the most san- 


Ten days ago th: 


of Lundy exhortations that ever canie 
6 trom ihe press, even of the press of 


© Paris, during the time of Robes- 

 mierre. if contained lists of pro- 
. 7? . 

*¢ seviplions, with calls for blood! 


“ blood! in every page.’—* With 
Sthe MABRAS CORPUS 
“6 PENDED, such publications go 
66 forth us yuielly and regularly as the 
* pos(man,; such is the tyranny un- 
Ce der 
“had periodical publications called 
“ the Spectator, the Vutler, the Guar- 


whieh we live ??—* 


“we never, till one man appeared | 
“ among us, who introduced the Ame- | which is in practice, is the same thi 


6 rican custom of wriline unger his real 


“ name, had any publication entitled | 
“ty becalicd ** Vhe Assassin.’ And | 
_ cult to adopt the interpretation of 
igno- | Courier is, the well knowa fact, tied to ¢ 
who vend that | Mr. Cobbett has not omitted to: 


Coif assassinations are committed in 
“manufacturing districts by 
yant deluded men 
“work and think 


themselves lke- 


“formers, whom should we blame | ) 
| Vender of his Writings has commit 


most? ‘The writersof such a work, 
* the public officers who peril tt, or 
“the deluded men? Respecting the 
“* empunity of such a work, we may 
‘6 say with Junius, * Guvod men can- 
“ not believe it, wise men cannot ec- 
“ count for it, and religious men make 
6 it the last effort of their faith not to 
® repine at Providence.’ ” 

‘Thus, Sir, you see that the only 
question with the Day and Courier is, 
whether the publisher of this work 
should be procceded against in the 
old way or the new. They are not 
clear whether an ordinary prosecu- 
tion would suffice, or a dungeon with- 
out trial be necessary. What a mass 
of obstructed rancour you have put 
into motion! When Mr, Cobbett was 


Lerrer to Mr. Cross. 





| have but too well succeeded, with th 
SUS. 


| ** Jewying. of war,” they accuse }| 
| Cobbett of recommending assassin 
We have. 


‘certainty of their losing their lives 
** dian, &c. And we have now weekly | they have recourse to open warfare 
“ publications called the PVhig, the | 
“ Englishman, the Gbserver, &c. but | readers do notat all comprehend, tha 
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. e,? ge | 

engaged in writing down the abp, 
minable practice of attacking trades. etl | 

. * ‘ 

men and machinery, which Was the hoir 
only species of violence .with which w 
° : ; [IC hg 
any of the peuple could Jusdy ballfound 
charged, and iv which they were e a op 
couraged by these same hirelingioht 
jek : ; ’ 
writers, he was accused of endeavourdl. eyji 
ing to change the object, and enlargg ling ¢ 
the sphere of popular outrage, and ofloned 


attempting to instigate the people tdigmen 
open warfare againsl the Govei nme baghn 
And, now, that the base hireling ople 
lefend 
ut to 
Bositior 
neir's, 

wars to 
ssag e: 
Prive 

t. Cob 
ation. 
hich t 


mguina 


aid of their Plots and their Spies, j 
inciting a few wretched tndividuals ; 
such acts as can be construed into 


tion; because he implores the peop 
to be putient, aud reminds them of 


Fortunately, however, Mr. Cobbeti 


et the 

‘o deprecate any species of wolendiord, d¢ 

| fore an 
| as to recommend another specias Mat they 
violence, which is not in practidiftheir { 


And that which renders it more dilly coyld 
yours, 


his 18 7 
tards n 
th Mr. ¢ 
WUSe, br 
y. The 
ny but 

: from a 


prize his readers that he disappro 
of violence of every sort. If 


assassination, (of whieh, howeve 
never heard but through the insin 
tion of the Courier), it cannot be 


tributed to his having sold thfince, yr 
though perhaps it may, to his haRtsych ay 
omitted to read them., I defy e!Mlcertain | 
of these hirelings to point out 2 S1%MRo the m 
line, even in that particular Numi those ; 
which they describe as ‘¢ dire@fhe samo 
levelled at the lives of individu@® Reade, 
and ‘calling for blood! bloolMowy },,, 
every page;” I say, I defy the@ttention 
point Out a single line in which ie adssass 
practice of assasination is inculcif-door, 
tolerated, or even hinted at IMM regs, 
most distant manner. Mr. Cod%iesuch 4 
uniformly expresses an opinion Buse Ag 
|the time will come when the P4# unans, 
Pl on t 
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Me 

gMeyil recover their ight of choosing 

(helm heir OWN representatives. And tie! 
ichfher, that in that day, if any shall be 


p opposing the recovery 
ight, it will be found to be law as it 
; evidently justice, that such shed- 
ing of blood is murder, and to be 
ned for as such. On this ar- 
ment, as well in mercy to the Bo- 
sughmongers, as in justice to the 
People, he calls on the former not to 
fend their usurpations by force, 
it to surrender, without further op- 
sition, that which they know is not 
Bxirs, but the People’s. This ap- 


sin 
con 
of t 


fare 


ett 


usages from which these hirelings | 
prive their pretence for accusing 
fr. Cobbett of recommending assas- 
mation. From that publication 
tich they describe as_ peculiarly 
guinary and murderous, they se- 
t the word ‘* blood’’; and that 
ud, detached from all that goes 
fore and all that comes after, is all 


‘ 


lene 
> thi 


vias Gut they venture to cite in support 
actif™ their foul imputation: exactly as 
¢ dilfu could produce nothiag in support 


of yours, but the Advertisement pre- 


t, ited to the Letter to the Luddites. 
to Mis is invariably the case. ‘The 
pproWmstards never come to close quarters 
[f th Mr. Cobbett. They revile and 


wars to me to be the purport of those | 


Novemerr & 


'to take away the life of Mr. 
i ean it be he ld. 
yund who havede libe rately shed blood | mends 
of that" 
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connected with the Courzer, 
Hunt, 
that he thereby recom- 
his readers to take away the 


| persons 


bere of the proprietor or writer of 
the Courier? Why does not the 
Courier fairly copy the whole of 

















amit@euse, but they never quote and re- 
veve@y. They dare not grapple with 
ising, but they magnanimously pelt / 


t be 
{ the 
g hat 


nfrom a distance with filth in abun- 
nce, If, however, it can be held, 
itsuch an exposure of the nied 


















'y elt 
a sit 
Nua 

diret 
ividu 


certain individuals, as carries with | 
0 the mind a thorough conviction ¥ 
tt those individuals deserve death, 


Reader to inflict that death with 


Jood Own hand, Mr. Cobbe tt, however 
thet ‘tentionally, may be said to incul- 
vhichi assassination. But the fears of 
cule doers must have overwhelmed 


ut in 

Cos! 
ion 
ne PF 


Treason before they can promul- 
*such an opinion. If, for instance, 
Ruse Mr. Cobbett gives a clear 

unanswerable account of an at- 
Pt on the part of some person or 





he same thi ng as an incitément to} 1 dare say, 
y 


| alarming and murderous, is, 


that account inate his columns, and 
answer it paragraph by paragraph, 
line by line? Why have recourse to 
recrimination instead of defence? He 
knows why, and so does every one. 
To prefer foul and unfounded accusa, 
tions against Mr. -Cobbett, is easy 
enough; but to justify himself from 
demonstrated guilt, is impossible. 

The particular Number singled out 
by these miscreants as pre- eminently 
as | said 
befare, the fourteenth from the re- 
commencement of the Pablication. It 
is marked No. 28, and is the same as 
that from which l have taken the fore- 
going quotations relative to Mr. Ws. 
THERELL, &c. For these several _rea- 
sons itis parficularly worthy of your 
perusal; and as it is the last of six 

numbers containing Mr. Cobbett’s 
‘“* History of the Last Hundred Days 
“ of English Freedom,’ you wpuld 
do well to buy the whole half-dozen, 
which you can, for one shilling, and 
you can stitch them together yourself. 
You will then, ia the event of being 


def 


ae 
VC! 


entrusted with the’ ence of a any 
more state prisoners, have a nice little 


volume fo refer to; which will pre- 

vent the possibility of your mistaking 

the true cause of such ofiences, and of 
uch prosec utions. 


~ 


w 


] observe that you evinced some 
‘eading at the late Trials, though not 


of Cobdetl s cca Y ou, have read, 
he History of Marraew 
LiopKINS, w ee was Witch-finder Ge- 
nera/to King Jam »s the eiest. He 
is stated to have va for: ret 
at how much a head, a piatter of two 
hundred witches, in the space of one 
season. Do you happen to know why 
those were the days of Witcheratt ra- 
ther than of Treason? Do you think 
that if King James had not been parti- 
cularly apprehengjve of Witch-crait, 
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and had not commissioned Matthew 
Hopkins to sally forth in pursuit of it, 
there would have been as inuch of that 
species of crime as* was worth a wise 
man’s while to torment himself about? 
Do you think, too, that if the Statute 
against Witchcraft were to be re-en- 
acted (as perhaps itmay next Session ) 
General OLtver with the Honourable 
Mr. CasTLEs joined in the Commis- 
sion, would not be as successful as ever 
Matthew Hopkins was? Would not 
they, think you, make the witch- 
finding trade answer their ends as 
well as the traitor-trapping business ¢ 
Do you think that they might not 
even improve a little upon the ordeal 
of old Hopkins? Je put the poor 
creatures to the proof by popping 
them into rivers, and they by the 
power of Satan or their petticodts, 
rode buoyant on the stream. Matthew 
was always ready to swear that ¢they 
were puifed up by the Devil, and they 
were burnt accordingly; though | 
think that [ have read, that even in 
those days, Justice was sometimes 
tempered with Mercy, and the sentence 
mitigated to hanging. Now and then 
a poor old. woman, 
clothes enough to bear her up, would 
sink ; and thereby fortunately saved 
her character, though uot her life. 
Lo sink or swim was the criterion of 
inneceace Or guilt. 
quietly to the bottom, became as free 
from suspicion of witchcraft, as he 
who, the cther day, perished unre- 
sistingly in the street, died clear 
from the least taint of treason. It 
was that vile propensity to keep the 
head above water, that indicated guill, 
and pores t the culprit to the st ake. 
Still, the distinction, such as it was, 
as far as lrewember what ] have read, 
was scfupulously observed. None 
were burnt but those who would not 
drown. No artifice was used to make 
those swim who would otherwise have 
suuk; and no secret-service money 
issued for the purchase of bladders or 
cork jackets. 

Woe to the old wemen of South- 
wingheld, should it be their fate to be 
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| ments, Divination and the Devil. Afi 
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'* produce of the harvest, and ibe 





Mr. Cross. 
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tried at Derby for witchcraft, with yo ' Legi 
for their Counsel! Not a word woyji cula! 
you say about the Matrurw Hy plies 
Kinses. You would tell the Jury, sla 
suppose, that your clients were pn 
witches born; that they were ym meul 
naturally given to dealing with i,qmét, ne 
Devil more than any mother’s sou \gMBspecte 
the Jury-box: but thats in evil hou. . 
on the first of January last, some s ies 
moons prior to that fatal midnii- 

when the prisoners were caught pgm’? ™° 


the witnesses in the overt act of soayiflls, a1 


out of sight upon broomsticks, a mais of 
mischievous, wicked and = diabolicliihjiame 
publication, entitled Moore’s Alm -, 
nack, had been issued, and my 

thousands circulated. And that, their 
was that publication, you were full nding 






























convinced, which under the prete 
of making old women weatherwis 
drove them to Incantations, Encha 


us; ar 
xes, an 
' 
to uvepr 
7”) of 
dtually 
ing th 
ion at | 
means 
!) now 
bett’s 


such a defence, where would bet 
miracle, if a Jury from the Deri 
—-— a’Peak, were to find the 
ladies guilty? 

There is nothing, however, soa 
surd in what may, be supposed yo 
would say on such an occasion, a 
much that you are reported to hi 


actually said oa the occasion in quel ur dist 








tion. Youare stated to have told fou go, 
Jury that “the Legislature aod Gp... fr 
* cas shewed every disposit ‘e 
‘to graut relief and to remedy Piaiee 
‘6 tress, but they could net keep pa Pi 
‘‘ with the impatient desires ani qjmeut has 
** travagant hopes of the petitionoMlicient , 
What! when the people were nev ake, 
dying fer want of food, were they Ieee 
impatient aud so extravagant astoq™ fc 
pect more than a désposetion to gi™c4 fro 
relief? ‘Talk of an ** ignorant img lation 
‘“tience of taxation!” Why, heriods, ‘p 
an ignorant, nay, an extravagant Wlacy you 
patience of dying for waut of nour Weich 
ment! Hunger must have cri 5 
them, for certain! Well might) the 
call them a ** foolish people” © enory 
** foolish people not seeing that it J] bubpy, 
‘impossible for the King to Ciieq ¢,, 
‘one bushel of wheat to add t stand; 






















Legislature could do nothing but re- 
ge guiate the distribution of the sup- 
plies {iat existed, attributed their 
wants and sufferings to the Govern- 



































ment.” Not quite so foolish as 
at, neither, Mr. Cross. ‘They never 
sected his Majesty of being able to 
ete any thing by bushels, nor 
ches neither, except Peers. Lut 
sy more than suspected some of those 
13, among others, of creating mem- 
of the People’s own House of 
fiament; and that Members so 
ated could and did, with the help 
their makers, create War, Debt, 
ding Armies, Sinecures and Pen- 
jis; and that these again created 
ves, and ‘Taxes to such an amount 
todeprive them (‘* the foolish peo- 
»”) of half of their earnings, and 
ntually of the other half, by pro- 
ing that: degree of poverty in the 
ion at large, as deprived them of 
means of earning any thing. Just 
) now to a few words from Mr. 
vett’s Letter to the Luddiles.— 
n qui our distress, thatis tosay that which 
old t 


(0 now more immediately feel 
od ti 


rises from want of empioymeut 


positiG., oy 

ry th wages suflicieat for your sup- 
ed (i oun 

op oe: The want of such employ- 
ani ett has arisen from the want of a 


joners 
e ned 
» they 
as tot 
to gf 


licient demand for the goods you 
tke. ‘The want of a suilicient 


mand for the goods you make has 


nt img Sation at large to purchase your 

y, heti@eds. This waut of meangto pur- 
! i: 

gant se your goods las arisen from 

P nour 


Weight of the taxes co-operating 


e cri. 
might | li the bubble of paper-money. 
1 “Te enormous burden of taxes aud 


hat it" bubble of paper-mouey have 
re . 
to ©'#a from the war, the siuecures, 


dito 
oath standing army, the loans, and 
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**the stoppage of cash payments at 
‘the Bank ; 
** clearly to 


and, it appears very 
me, that these never 
‘** would have existed, .if the Members 
** of the House of Commons had been 
‘** chosen annually by the people at 
** Jarge.” 

There is nothivg in all this about 
creating bushels of wheat to add to 
the produce. of the harvest. — Mr. 
Cobbett knew, and you might have 
kuown, that the Corréspondents of the 
Board of Agriculture, all over the 
KKingdom, had represented the nation 
to be in the deepest distress, before 
the harvest season, or even seed time 
commenced. And further, that a large 
majority 
whose loyalty is justly proverbial, 
assigned as the principal cause of that 
distress, the enormous burthen of 
taxes. 





of those Correspondents, 


But the Legtslature, you say, could 
do ** nothing but regulate the distri- 
** bution of the supplies that existed,” 
and that the foolish people, poor blind 
souls, could not see that! They 
could see, however, that bushels of — 
wheat euough might have been had for 
money. And they could see that the 
Boroughmongers had the means of 
buying enough for themselves, and to 
spare for their dogs. And do you 
think that in Derbyshire, the land of 
Jedediah Buxton, there was not head- 
piece enough to calculate, if one 
bushel of wheat could be had for so 
much, how many bushels might be 
had forall the money that the Borpugh- 
mongers owed to the Public? It 
would have purchased more than one 
tolerable Ilarvest, I grant you. But 


what ! If there had not been as much 


corn as could be bought fer the money, 
are you Jew enough to believe that a 
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slice of bacon to their bread, would 
have done the people any harm? 
Or, suppose the overplus had 
been preserved for their future ne- 
cessities? Jt would have been as 
much to the purpose as the system of 
conjuring Saving Banks out of empty 
- pockets. —‘“‘ The Legislature could do 
nothing but regulate the distribution 
of the supplies’. But how did they 
regu/ate the distribution, Mr. Cross ? 
Did they pinch their own bellies at 
all when the people were ‘nearly 
dying for want of food” ? Bad as the 
times were, how dare you tell the 
‘‘ were suffering 
”? How dare 


people that they 
from unavoidable want 


. le . 
you assert the absolute necessity of | incapable of blushing, as you were 
even a single individual dying for | making even a tolerable stand agui 


want of food, or feeling the extremity 
of hunger ? 

But, is it not false to say that the 
legislature could do nothing but re- 
gulate the distribution of the supplies? 
Is it not false to say tha: they could 
not keep pace with the hones and de- 
sires of the petitioners? What did 
the people ask for I pray, but the 
of the right of choos- 
ewn representatives ?— 


restitution 
ing their 
Is it not as false to suy that this could 
not be granted, as it was absurd to ac- 
cuse the cheap publications of direct- 


ing * the discontent of the people to 


the Governmest under which they 
lived,” when you Lad just before ac- 


knowledged that many Of those peo- 
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ple were scarcely alive, and that the, 
were dying for want of food unde 
that same Government? abil’ 

Not knowing how long you hay 993] 


—_—_ 
—— 


practised as a lawyer, I am not quit 
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certain whether you are past bluship l in 
orno. But, if you have any doubt of ot tv 
that point yourself, you canuot ¢ ae 
better than read Mr. Cobbett’s Letts sg 
to Lerd Sidmouth, which was pull of my 
lished on the 19th of July last, # charge 
‘marked No. 16, and was the secon i «sa 
Number sent to me from Americ ("8 : 
‘ : éver, 

4 > e “ » 7 
After reading that Letter, if youd ...4 .. 
not blush at the recollection of youl nator, 2 
eulogium on Lord Sidmouth’s Circulfi§ 0 my a 
you may rest assured that you are Commu 
; Letter 
complet 
charge. 
the odds, which Ministers thought consequa 
cessary to array against you at tm caion,t 
° 
late trials. te bes, 
. ages, i 
I cannot conclude without o Ms, Writ 
_more remiiing you of the castigatifi between 
hich Mave ¢ t fror to plansil 
which you have to expect fro! Mi oy oresci 
Corsetr. With respect to my ogg tiey have 
‘ , veither o) 
| observations, they are, [ hope, SW tion. nog 
cient to keep fresh in your recollect accuse 
, toe suici 
the outrage which vou have COMM ty: one of 
ted, until the day of chastisem pate 0 
. : 0 the w 
‘shall arrive; that you may noth Nivor ma 
to pretend that you do not know! lefens bi 
. S force, hi 
you are whipped for. the morti 
 blood-th 





I remain, Sir, 


have anti 
. . : c ic 
Your obedient serra! 


sility cowl 


| Wn. Jack ilo allege 


“0gninar 
Cred hy 
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London, Nov. 5, 1817. 
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